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AEO Concept advocated by WCO
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In this issue of AEO Express (10A series), we will
introduce you the origin of Authorized Economic
Operator (AEO). AEO concept is originated from
the SAFE Framework of Standards to Secure and
Facilitate Global Trade (SAFE FoS) advocated by
World Customs Organization (WCO). SAFE FoS,
endorsed in June 2005, aims to offer a set of
common standards for establishing Customs-to-
Customs and Customs-to-Business strategic
partnership so that Customs authorities can
safeguard cargo security while facilitating
seamless cargo flow.

Customs administrations worldwide support the
initiative of WCO. There are currently close to 100
AEO Programmes implemented around the globe
with Hong Kong Customs launched its HKAEO
Programme in April 2012.
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Customs to Customs Cooperation
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Customs to Business Partnership
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Customs to other government agency
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Five core elements and three pillars in SAFE FoS
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